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Carta publicada en Science
cuestiona decisiones ambientales
del gobierno de Kast

Posted on Mayo 26, 2026

Un grupo de cientificos chilenos encendi6 las alertas internacionales luego de publicar una carta en la
revista cientifica Science donde manifiestan preocupacién por el rumbo de las politicas ambientales en
Chile tras el inicio del gobierno del presidente José Antonio Kast.

En el documento, los investigadores cuestionan especialmente la decisién del Ejecutivo de retirar 43
decretos ambientales que habian avanzado durante la administracién anterior, encabezada por Gabriel
Boric.

Segun plantean los expertos, esta medida genera incertidumbre respecto a avances regulatorios
vinculados a conservacion, biodiversidad, cambio climatico y salud publica.

“La solicitud de Kast ha generado alarma entre las comunidades cientificas y de politicas publicas de Chile,
ya que pone en peligro avances regulatorios en conservacion, cambio climatico y salud publica

desarrollados a lo largo de multiples administraciones”, sefiala la carta.

Los autores sostienen ademas que las politicas ambientales de largo plazo no deberian depender de
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cambios de gobierno y llaman a mantener la continuidad de los compromisos asumidos por el Estado en
esta materia.

Decretos pendientes y preocupacién cientifica

Aunque seis de los decretos retirados ya fueron reingresados para continuar su tramitacidn, el resto
permanece en revisién.

Parte importante de estas normas estaba relacionada con la implementacién de la Ley Marco de Cambio
Climatico, legislacién que fija como meta que Chile alcance la carbono neutralidad a mas tardar en 2050.

Otros decretos buscaban fortalecer el funcionamiento del Servicio de Biodiversidad y Areas Protegidas
(SBAP), organismo creado en 2023 para coordinar la proteccion de ecosistemas y especies en el territorio
nacional.

Entre las iniciativas pendientes también figura la creacién de una red de salares protegidos, medida
orientada a resquardar parte de estos ecosistemas altoandinos frente al avance de la explotacién de litio.

“El progreso de Chile hacia una economia sostenible no deberia depender de ciclos politicos”, remarcan
los cientificos.

Finalmente, los investigadores solicitaron mayor transparencia en el proceso de evaluacién de los decretos
aun pendientes, instando al gobierno a informar publicamente los criterios utilizados y las razones detras
de cada decision.
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Chile’s environmental policy at risk

In March, Chile inaugurated a new administration under President
José Antonio Kast, who is politically aligned with the intemational far
right Within a week, Kast requested the withdrawal of 43 environ-
mental decrees—initiated by the previous government of Gabriel
Boric—that were awaiting final legal review (I, 2). Since then, six of
these decrees have been reintroduced for legal processing; the other
37 remain under evaluation (2). Kasts request has raised alarm among
Chiles seientific and policy communities, as it jeopardizes regulatory
progress on conservation, climate change, and public health that has
been developed across multiple administrations. The new government
should instead safeguard regulatory continuity and maintain Chile's
long-term state policics on enwironmental policy commitments.

Seven of the withdrawn decrees addressed the Climate Change
Framework Law, including instruments such as greenhouse gas
offset markets, and 11 were related to the operationalization of the
new Biodiversity and Protected Areas Service (SBAP) (3, 4). Delaying
the implementation of the SBAP and related climate laws could
undermine the legal frameworks that allow private entities to issuc
tradable certificates for carbon dioxide reduction, biodiversity man-
agement, and ecosystem services. This disruption, in turn, would
Jjeopardize the development of market mechanisms that enable land-
owners to access public and private finance in exchange for verified
conservation outcomes. Without these finance options, closing the
biodiversity financing gap that underpins the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework would be more difficult (5).

Other withdrawn decrees proposed a network of protected salt
flats, safeguarding at least 30% of these high-altitude ecosystems from
lithium extraction, consistent with the global target of protecting 30%
of the worlds land and sea by 2030 (). As one of the world's largest
lithium reserve holders, Chile faces mounting pressure to ensure envi-
ronmentally and sodially responsible extraction (7-9).

Chiles progress toward a sustainable economy should not hinge
on political cycles. In the case of 21 of the withdrawn decrees, previ-
ous laws established a deadline before which they must be drafted
and enacted (70, 17). Failure to meet these timelines without explicit
reasons would result in noncompliance with these laws. The removal
of these regulations i difficult to reconcile with societal benefit or
with Chile's commitments under major international agreements.
Such reversals undermine the policy stability required for evidence-
based environmental governance and weaken Chile’s capacity to meet
coupled climate-biodiversity targets.
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Chile’s recent regulatory rolibacks threaten ecosystems such as this high-altitude salt flat and wetland near the Lauca River.

The Kast administration should make the criteria guiding the
evaluation of the remaining 37 decrees and the rationale for final
decisions fully transparent and communicate the decisions deardy and
promptly. These actions would provide consistent signals to national
and international stakcholders, including to green investors and
sustainability-driven companies (12), about the legal and environmen-
tal pathway Chile intends to pursue.
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